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Research Questions &
theoretical approaches
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Aspirations O

Who aspires what?

What is success? Who succeeds how and why?

Image: Adobe stock
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Aspirations: Who aspires what?

Parents - Children/Youngster

- Parents aspiration (and role models as well as support)
are important for the developement of childrens
aspiration.

- Idealistic or realistic?

- What if parental and youngster’s aspiration conflict?

Natives — Migration Background

- Migrants often have higher aspiration than Natives
- Migration as family project of social upward mobility
- Knowledge of educational system?

Image: Adobe stock
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Aspirations: What is success?

Objective - Subjective?

- Educational achievement? - Satisfaction?
- Money? - Doing the best | can?
- Occupational status? - Personal growth?

- Lower risk of unemployment? Work-lite - Family?

b
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Aspirations: Who succeeds how and why?

Ressources

Migrants have (on average) lower educational
outcomes in Switzerland (compared to natives)
(partly/mainly due to) fewer ressources of migrant
parents (time, knowledge, money, networks, ..)

Opportunities

- Structure of educational system shapes chances: early tracking, permeability?
- VET is (also) «suited» for low achieving — but for youth with migration background:
- Often not well known/less accepted
- Discrimination process at the apprenticeship / labour market might hinder entrance
to VET

BUT: Unexpected educational success of part of the children of migrants from modest
social origin — the so called “immigrant paradox”

Image: Adobe stock
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Parental Investment (PI)

PI as multidimensional interplay of aspirations, resources and strategies:

How do parents develop, mobilize, and use the resources when attempting to realize their

aspirations?

8 Image: https://www.das-richtige-studieren.de/im-studium/lernstrategien/
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Aims/ Research questions of PICE dnteements

— What do youth and their parents aspire?

— What do they understand as “success”?

— What can explain this “success against the odds"?
— Do (only) high parental aspirations matter?

— Which role play parental strategies?

— Can we observe different types of Parental
Investment

— Does PI differ between native and migrant
families?
— Does PI changes over time or context?
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Conceptual model

Parental investment

Edugangnal
aspiration
t Parental
strategies
Familial
resources

(Based on Heckhausen & Buchmann, 2019)

Educational
success

At the end of
compulsory
school
(track, scores)

At upper
seconday level
(educational
choices and
pathways;
satisfaction;
wellbeing; etc.)

Child

Educational
achievements
(opportunities)

Educational
aspiration

Own resources
(motivation,
psychosocial

resources,
competences...)

Strategies
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Youngsters that are “successful against the odds” (9t

« Attend the pre-baccalaureate or extended requirement tracks at
the end of compulsory education

* Have parents with modest social background (no tertiary
education and low/medium SES)

* Distributed by gender and German/French linguistic regions

* Distributed by country of origin: Switzerland, Southern EU
(Portugal, Spain, Italy) or Non-EU (former-Yugoslavia, Turkey,
Sri-Lanka)
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Challenge: Diversity

...of different perspectives (parents — students, migrants-natives, CH-
country of origin)

...of context (cantonal school system, language region, interview
language)
...do we start too late (end of compulsory schooling)?

...In regard of the timing: when does adaption of strategies take place? Do
we capture the right moment?

Not all research questions can be addressed using the same method =>
Mixed Method Design is necessary! (But: what does this mean for the
results and the possibility of combining them?)

12
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TRansitions from Education to Employment ’
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TREEL is an PISA 2000-follow-up TREE2 is an UGK /COFO 2016 —follow-up
(>6:000 respondents, 10 waves) (approx. 10°'000 respondents, 5 waves).

14

Data are available at FORS (TREE1 up tp 9" wave, TREE2 up to 2" wave)
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w TREE 2 as a base survey for complementary studies

(«Lego» design) S iveRsiTir

BERN

qualitative experimental studies sub-samples
studies

particular topical foci linkage with register data

further/other studies
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Survey Design TREEZ2
TREEZ2 follow-up surveys 2017fT
National CATI
math test telophone
UGK 2016
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Mixed modes design (CATI, Online& P&P)

Dependend Interviewing (standardized
Computer Assisted Telephone Call, T1 ff)

Incentives for some (critical) groups and a
tombola for all who conclude the additional
(written) questionnaire

16



Methodological design —
UGK TREE2

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

~

Interviews: TREEZ?2
respondents t4

Parents @ E S /tS
- /

PICE project 2019-2022
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TREE2/PICE participation process
TREE letter TREE CAT|

+ newsletter

4‘%b # %
R S
Not mentioning PICE 50
PICE-
IDs

Approx. 200 cases marked as «PICE»-cases:
Youngster that had been successful against the odds
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TREE2/PICE participation process
—_— )
5 - Q

Not mentioning PICE PICE info. question

«There is an in-depth study by TREE for which we are still looking for participants. The
in-depth study is specifically about how young people have experienced their
educational career so far and what support they have received from their parents and
other people important to them. Those who participate would have a personal interview
with one of our interviewers. The interview lasts one to one and a half hours.
Participants will receive 50 Swiss francs for it. Is it okay if we send you more
information about the study?»

19
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TREEZ2/PICE particip

ation process
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TREE letter
+ newsletter

PN

Not mentioning PICE

TREE CATI

5 -

50 +50 + 50
PICE- PICE- PICE-
IDs IDs IDs

Depending many\j

cases were interested in PICE,
another PICE-Packages will
be inserted in the CATI-field

20



UNIL | Universi té de Lausanne u

TREEZ2/PICE participation process
TREE letter TREE CAT| TREE .compllemenltary
+ newsletter questionnaire online

TREE
E!‘ # @ q D lllllllllllllll> See;/é)srnext

Not mentioning PICE PICE info. question PICE parental

investment questions

21
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Not mentioning PICE

TREE2/PICE p

articipation process
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TREE letter
+ newsletter

Young adults:

TREE

CATI

PICE info. question

P

N\

ICE letter YA

TREE complementary
questionnaire online

Sl

PICE parental
investment questions

Etude Approfondie
TREE/PICE
Dans cefte étude approfon-

e, nous Jmerions en savoir plus sur la fagon

dant vous dvalunz volre parcours scolain o fonc.
tion de votre biographie familiale o personnelie
Nous scmmes intéressés de savor 31 el sous
qualle forme vous 3wz # soutenu par vos pa-
ronts of dautes porsonnes out au king de votrs
parcours. Nous mmenons avos des enirebens
personnels avec vous et - 5i vous étes daccord -

avec un de vos parenits.

L'entreben dure entre une heure et une hewe of
demie, e foncton de cf que vous voulsz nous
dire. Vious @ vos parents recevrez chacun 50
francs pour ces deu sntretaens s memercisment

PO VOBt Temps précieu

Pourquol mel ?

Pami fous les jeunes qui paricpent 4 létude
TREE, nous vous awons sélectionné-e comme
Tune des 50 persormes avee lesquelles mous ai

menons avor un endreben approfondi. 1 5'agit

Cortact : TREEPICE, Uneversit de Bema,
Fabeikstrasse 8, CH-3012 Borme,

pous nous de comprendse volre point de vie par-
sonnsl.

Pourguel aussi les parents 7

Lios panents: jouent Sowvent - mas pas Iuours
1 rile et dans be parcours scolare de leurs
walants. Nous aimerons savair dans quella me-

U VOUS VOUS $163 S0li-0 SOUIBIU-& BT VOB Pa-

rents et de quel manitre vos parents vous ont
souteni-2. On sail peu sur Mopinion des parents

sur ces questions. |l ast donc I

senons inés mbéressés de connallre ke racsons de.
caite siuabon.

Et la protection des données 7

La protection des donndes est importante pour
nous. Les résultats de Métude ne permetiont pas
da remonter 3 voire permonns. || va da 5ol que vos

noms o1 donndes de contact matent striclemont

consens

s chez nous, Nows ne ks transmetions
Amas 3 autns el nous les Ubilsons uniquement
fin do ir andrer an contact avec vous

I8N POUr Nous & entendre Juss leur hisioire. La
confidentialith est Inbs IMpartante pour rous ; les

entrotiens sonl mends de

indipendante
e sucune miomabon nesl ansmse, m de vous

3 vos parents, re Eversamant

Ma participation ou celle de mes pa-
rents est-slle obligatoire 7

La participaton  Nitede approfondse est bien sir
welonlare pour vous el vos parents. Nous serons.
BalEmr da ROUS ANMEIGRE JVAE VOUS, MAMB B

ot péte U volre mbne no pamcipo pas. Nous

Libqupe oe scoriondie TREEFICE ide pauche)
Joakod Schosd Chante! Xamm, Manede Meed Samda
epka.ruer, Andeie Giomensor

Qui est derriére PICE"?

Uétude appeofordic et dingée por Sanda
Hupka-Brumnes, qui esl également co-deeciice
de Tétuda prncipals TREE, at Masiske Hesrs.
Lequpe comprand des enguiteurs mumiingues
qui noUs aident & maner les antratiens avec vous

b
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TREE

lllllllllllllll> See you next

year
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TREEZ2/PICE participation process
—‘ t4 )—
TREE letter TREE CAT| TREE .compllemenltary

+ newsletter questionnaire online

TREE

"i ' @ # lllllllllllllll> See you next

N year

. : : PICE parental
Not mentioning PICE PICE info. question investment questions ﬂ
.
¢ ‘
.
Invitation call YA Video/call l

PICE letter YA + contact parent Interview YA ¢

Young adults: — @ —_ — @ o

Parents: PICE SMS
announcement P

23
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TREE2/PICE participation process

«\We have received your phone number from your son/daughter [name of JA]. We are
from the study TREE, the University of Bern. Your son/daughter has already
participated in our study several times. In the in-depth study of TREE, we are interested
in your personal opinion as a parent regarding the educational path of your son/daughter.
More information at: www.pice.unibe.ch We will call you in the next few days to ask if
you would agree to have an online or phone conversation with us. [Migrant parents: you
are welcome to speak with us in [language]]. Participation is voluntary and your data
will be anonymized and used only for university research. In case you would participate,
you will receive 50.- as a thank you for your valuable time. We look forward to your
participation! Best regards from the TREE team»

=> Translated in all languages of parents (D, F, E, P, T, T, A, S)!

\

Parents: PICE SMS
announcement P

24
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TREEZ2/PICE participation process e AT
—( t4 )—
TREE letter TREE CAT| TREE .compllemenltary
+ newsletter questionnaire online
TREE
/ N @ # lllllllllllllll> See you next
< e
. : : PICE parental
Not mentioning PICE PICE info. question investment questions ﬂ
L
\ L
.0
Invitation call YA Video/call S
PICE letter YA + contact parent Interview YA ¢
.
=D o
Young adults: o % o %
Video/call
Invitation call P Interview P

Parents: PICESMS el @ = 1@ Y 2

announcement P
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Contact strategy in cooperation and alignment with TREE?2

* 50.- CHF incentives for Parents and Young Adults

« X-mas-card

Malgreé les défis posés par la pandémie de Corona, vous avez participé a I'étude approfondie TREE*
au printemps dernier. Nous vous en remercions encore une fois en cette fin d'année. Ce que vous |
nous avez confié au cours de ces longues conversations personnelles est précieux pour nos
recherches.

Mous vous souhaitons, & vous et 3 votre famille, un excellent début d'année 2021 et nous nous
réjouissons de rester en contact avec vous.

Meilleures salutations de I'équipe TREE/PICE

 T5 Contact of parents by interviewers (if possible the same than last year)
« Emphasize the value of a longitudinal research approach
e Again 50.- CHF Incentive

26



Methodological design —
UGK TREE2

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Interviews: TREEZ?2
respondents | Nn=71 t4

Parents ¢48®-> 5 ) =39 /

PICE project 2019-2022




Methodological design —

. COVID19 Pandemic
UGK TREE2

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

B

Interviews: TREEZ?2 ~
respondents _ t4

Parents @ = t5
b )/

PICE project 2019-2022
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Challenges —

* Face-to-face interviews were not allowed => shifting to different online-
/Video-tools

Your experience in 2020?

Q .
o

©
Q-

29



Challenges
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Excellent field access & sampling opportunities BUT close cooperation
with TREE Is indispensable

Project branding? TREE as trustful brand vs. PICE as innovative but
additional survey burden

Contact addresses of parents: before or during the interview with TREE2
respondents? Uncertainty during the field whether we will get dyads

Difficulty in finding good interviewers in all parent languages

tight timing necessary because the staggered information should follow
each other quickly & interviewers must have time at the appropriate stages
=> Not all cases can be handled simultaneously in the survey field

30
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Challenges

* large amount of interview material requires a lot of time for transciption,
translation, coding and anonymization

e link between quanti- and quali-data is removed due to data protection
Issues — reduces analytical power

 Anonymization: it Is difficult to keep the information content as high as
possible and still meet data protection requirements (=> very time
consuming, because you have to check context information on cantonal
level)

31



Analyses Design & Results




Methods

Quantitative: multinomial logistic
regression analysis

<—— Probability A Probability C ————»

WP1: Parental investment and educational success at the end of
compulsory school (TREE2 end of compulsory school: t0)

WP2: Parental investment and success at the second transition
(TREE2 4 years later: t4)

b
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Qualitative: structured content
analysis, Inductive coding /
thematic analysis (Maxqda)

[ Present .I
| results |

- .

.«

/ Readand
B \ | interpretthe |
'[ J Research |<— text )
— -\ question |

Buid |
| categories

\ the text

WP3: Parental strategies and their adaptations during the time

between the end of compulsory school and the second
transition (from their own perspective as well as from their
childrens perspective).
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Mixing Methods

Quantitative: multinomial logistic
regression analysis

b
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Qualitative: structured content
analysis, Inductive coding /
thematic analysis (Maxqda)

h '
.'. I."I ‘ . _
[ / Readand
] _y| interpret the
[ J Researc| h |« \ootext )
— | quest
T\ -
e |
alyse | S— *
/ 4
—’ [ Build
catego
Code \
| segments of P
the

=> How to mix the methods?
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Mixing Methods

BERN

IIIIIIIIIIII>

Quantative WP2 (success t4)

mmmmm

2 Qualitative WP (t4/5)

J

...late start of MM-WP because qualitative
data neets to be gathered, transcripted and
anonymized

Early conceptualization about MM-WP, steady discussion of results...............c.ccccceveevieeireeneee, Y ..........
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Purposes of Mixed Methods Research (Greene et al 1889) b
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« Triangulation seeks convergence, corroboration, correspondence of results from different methods;

« Complementarity seeks elaboration, enhancement, illustration, clarification of the results from one

method with the results from the other method;

« Development seeks to use the results from one method to help develop or inform the other method,
where development is broadly construed to include sampling and implementation, as well as

measurement decisions;

* Initiation seeks the discovery of paradox and contradiction, new perspectives of frameworks, the

recasting of questions or results from one method with questions or results from the other method;

« Expansion seeks to extend the breadth and range of inquiry by using different methods for different

inquiry components.

36
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Purposes of Mixed Methods Research (Greene et al 1889) b
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| _ t0 t4 t5
Triangulation seeks convergence,

(quant reported

Complementarity seeks illustration, clarification; Parents aspiration 0 by YA) / qual qual
Development => sampling(!)

resources quant qual qual
Initiation seeks paradox and contradiction;

. . . trategi 0 | & t I
Expansion seeks to extend ... by using different P N
methods for different inquiry components.

success 0 qual qual

young adults  aspiration quant qual quant
resources quant qual quant
strategies 0 qual

success quant qual & quant quant

37



Purposes of Mixed Methods Research (Greene et al 1889)

Triangulation seeks convergence
Complementarity seeks illustration, clarification;
Development => sampling(!)

Initiation seeks paradox and contradiction;

Expansion seeks to extend ... by using different

methods for different inquiry components.

Parents

young adults

aspiration

resources

strategies

SUCCess

aspiration

resources

strategies

SUCCesS

t0

quant

quant

quant

quant

b

u
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t4 t5
(quant reported
by YA) / qual qual
qual qual
qual & quant qual
qual qual
qual & quant quant
qual quant
qual

qual & quant quant
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Purposes of Mixed Methods Research (Greene et al 1889)

Triangulation seeks convergence
Complementarity seeks illustration, clarification;
Development => sampling(!)

Initiation seeks paradox and contradiction;

Expansion seeks to extend ... by using different

methods for different inquiry components.

Parents

young adults

aspiration

resources

strategies

SUCCess

aspiration

resources

strategies

SUCCesS

t0

quant

quant

quant

quant

b

u
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t4 t5
(quant reported
by YA) / qual qual
qual qual
qual & quant qual
qual qual
qual & quant quant
qual quant
qual

qual & quant quant
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Purposes of Mixed Methods Research (Greene et al 1889)

Triangulation seeks convergence
Complementarity seeks illustration, clarification;
Development => sampling(!)

Initiation seeks paradox and contradiction;

Expansion seeks to extend ... by using different

methods for different inquiry components.

Parents

young adults

aspiration

resources

strategies

SUCCess

aspiration

resources

strategies

SUCCesS

t0

quant

quant

quant

quant

b
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t4 t5
(quant reported
by YA) / qual qual
qual qual
qual & quant qual
qual qual
qual & quant quant
qual quant
qual

qual & quant quant
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Results WP1: Parental aspirations by ethnic groups

Positive response to the item: «my parents want me to go to university»

60%
50%
40%

30%

20%

10%

0%
Swiss 2G ltaly 2G Portugal 2G Turkey 2G Balkans 2G Balkans
natives Spain (Albanian (other
countries)  countries)

(2G= Second generation, parental aspiration reported by the young adult at the end of lower secondary level)

2G Sri-
Lanka

b
u

b
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Results WP1:

Explain educational attendance in first post-compulsory year

VET (2-4 years)

General education

-30%
2G ltaly Spain
2G Portugal
2G Turkey
2G Balkans (Albanian countries)
2G Balkans (others)
2G Sri-Lanka
2G others
2G Italy Spain
2G Portugal
2G Turkey
2G Balkans (Albanian countries)
2G Balkans (others)
2G Sri-Lanka

2G others

-20% -10% 0% 10%

e |
——
S —— |

———
——

20%

30%

b
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Average marginal effects and
confidence intervals [5%] of upper
secondary education attendance by
students’ migration background
(reference: Swiss native)

All independent variables are
measured at the end of compulsory
education

@ Model 1: control for sex, language
region, lower secondary track, math
competences, parental SES and
education

B Model 2: (same as model 1) +
parental aspiration

42
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Results WP3: Parental Investment — High Aspirations ...

BERN

Codesystem P_Non-EU = P_EU | P_Swiss
;'3_" P_AZ____desi_r_éc_i_ _train_i_r_'ng_ :
4 None
(G VET/higher VET

(24 Baccalaureate

(© 4! Best/highest possible Education
(© 4 Tertiary A

e o+ 00

®
®
®
®

 Migrant parents: high aspiration levels

“My mother always wants that we achieve the highest of the highest. That's just the way it is. She just wants
the best for us [...]. If it were up to my mother, we would all be in the Federal Government. (Saniye, young
woman, Turkish family)

* Give to the child the educational and professional opportunities that parents missed / did not achieved (a
wish of intergenerational social mobility)

 Parents show trust for tertiary education / lack of information on VET / labour market outcomes after VET

43
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Results WP3: Parental Investment

BERN

Codesystem P_Non-EU = P_EU | P_Swiss
h'ﬁ' P_AZ____desi_r_éc_i_ _train_i_r_'ng_ :
4 None
(G VET/higher VET

(24 Baccalaureate

®
(© 4! Best/highest possible Education o
(© 4 Tertiary A o

e 0o « 0\®

' Y BN N )

A general definition of success more related to «achieve your own goals» and «job satisfaction»
 Parents show trust in the (VET) education system / labour market
 Swiss parents: no specific educational aspiration — let the children choose

“Well, my parents really said: "You can do anything you want. You can also do a two-year VET or anything. It
doesn't really matter to us. What's important is that you do what suits you.” (Christian, young man, Swiss
family)

“IMy parents say] “as long as you enjoy what you do and there are opportunities to achieve it, well...” For
them, they always respected every choice their children made.” (Corinne, young woman, Swiss family)
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Results WP3: Parental Investment - Lack of ResourceS.....

BERN

Codesystem YA-2G-Non-EU YA_2G-EU YA_Swiss

(= ¢ lack of education

(= ¢ missing subject knowledge/education

(= ¢ lack of knowledge

®
¢ lack of language skills . I

(© ¢ missing system knowledge

(= o lack of social resources

(©¢ no social network ] °

(© ¢ no/few contact with one parent ® ® @
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Results WP3: First Attempt of a Typology of Parental Investment........

BERN

Non-EU parents

EU parents

Swiss parents

Aspirations University / Best / highest education Freedom of choice
baccalaureate

Lack of Language skills Educational background Eduganonal background

resources System knowledge Family structure

Strategies Compensatory and Pro-active and Available if needed
pushy compensatory

46
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Conclusions

BERN

e Aspiration do matter — but not only...

 Multiplicity of parental strategies (pro-active, reactive, compensation of
lack of resources)

« Many differences in parental investment between migrant and Swiss
families

« Better understanding of single results thanks to mixed methods design

* Limitations — further developments:
— Explore differences by gender and by countries of origin
— Account for the relationship between young adults educational paths and parental investment
— Compare more systematically children’s and parents’ evaluations of parental investment
— Longitudinal analysis of parental investiment between t4 and t5

47
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Thank you for your attention!

AN //
8 '

&

TREE: Rolf Becker, Barbara Miller, Christina von Rotz, Sandra Hupka, Ben Jann, Belinda
Heldner; Mitte: Andrés Gomensoro, Marc Dojtschinov, Maarten Koomen, Stefan llic;
unten: David Baumann, Thomas Meyer, Stefan Sacchi, Melina Heiniger, Barbara
Wilhelmi, Dominique Oesch

(5

PICE: Andres Gomensoro, Jakob Schnell, Chantal Kamm, Sandra Hupka-Brunner,
Ben Jann, Laura Bernardi, Marieke Heers
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