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Open Access to data and publications of FORS 
Guidelines for researchers at FORS 

1. General 

FORS is committed to Open Access to data and publications. Data and publications resulting 
from research projects at FORS or with implication of FORS collaborators have to be 
accessible on the web for free as far as copyright allows for it. 

2. Open Access to data 

• Researchers archive data generated within research projects at FORS for Open Access 
on FORSBASE. If it is not possible to archive data on FORSBASE, the researcher has to 
assure that the data is archived in another repository that guarantees Open Access. 

• Data is cited in the reference section of any publication according to the bibliographical 
citation given in the user agreement of FORSBASE. As an example the citation of the ESS 
2012 data: 

Staehli Ernst, M., D. Joye, A. Pollien, M. Sapin, K. Dümmler, D. Kessler, M. Ochsner: 
European Social Survey, Switzerland - 2012 [Dataset]. FORS - Centre de compétences 
suisse en sciences sociales, Lausanne. Distributed by FORS, Lausanne, 2015. 

For SHARE find citation requirements here. 

3. Open Access to publications 

FORS researchers are free to choose the editor or journal they want to publish with. 

3.1 Book publications 

• Researchers at FORS should opt for direct Open Access (golden road) if possible. They 
therefore reserve funds for the publication in their funding request. 

• If implied in the negotiations with the editor, FORS collaborators negotiate the Open 
Access conditions. If an editor is not willing to allow for Open Access at least after a 
certain period, other editors should be taken into consideration. 

• If direct Open Access is not possible, researchers deposit their books or book chapters 
immediately on SERVAL (green road) and impose an embargo until copyright allows for 
Open Access. 

http://www.share-project.org/data-access/citation-requirements.html
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3.2 Articles in scientific journals 

• Researchers at FORS are free to choose the journals they want to submit their articles. If 
funds are available, they can publish in pure Open Access journals (golden road). FORS 
collaborators should not pay for Open Access in journals which are only partially Open 
Access (because FORS does not want them to earn twice for the same: 1. funds for Open 
Access and 2. the subscriptions from the university libraries). 

• If researchers publish in journals with no Open Access, they deposit their articles 
immediately on SERVAL (green road). If necessary they set an (unlimited) embargo and 
guarantee Open Access as soon as copyright allows for it. 

• When signing a contract with a journal with no Open Access, researchers ask the editor 
for the right to deposit their article on SERVAL giving Open Access by using the SPARC 
Addendum (for further information). 

• If copyright does not allow for (immediate) Open Access, researchers check if they are 
allowed to give Open Access to the Postprint1 of their article. SHERPA/Romeo can be 
used to find information if a specific journal allows for Open Access to the Postprint. If 
copyright allows for Open Access to the Postprint but not to the published article, 
researchers deposit both versions on SERVAL and set an embargo for the published 
article and allow for Open Access to the Postprint. Researchers do not deposit Preprints2 
on SERVAL. 

 

Approved by the board of directors of FORS, September 9, 2017. 

                                                           
1 The Postprint is the final version of an academic article after it has been peer-reviewed and revised 
into its final form by the author but before the final formatting by the editor. 
2 Pre-prints are versions of an article before peer review. 

https://sparcopen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Access-Reuse_Addendum.pdf
https://sparcopen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Access-Reuse_Addendum.pdf
https://sparcopen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/SPARC-Author-Rights-Brochure-2006.pdf
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/index.php

