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» Extract a whole trajectory in one step
» Switch missing/valid values across years in one step
» Perform recoding operation across years in one step

» Export to sequence objects ready to be analysed with the
TraMineR toolbox (Gabadinho et al., 2011)
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» About 40 users

» Used in two Masters courses at the University of Geneva
» Two databases collected within the NCCR LIVES will be

released in the Dataset format
Positive feedback from users
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Installing the package

install.packages('Dataset', repos='http://r-forge.r-project.org')

Loading the package

library(Dataset)

Importing an SPSS file

Here we use data from the Swiss Household Panel (Voorpostel et al., 2011)

shp.w2006 <- get.spss.file(
file = 'SHP0O6_P_USER.sav',
datadir = '/SHP-oct2011/SHP-Data-W1-W12-SPSS/W8_2006',
name = 'SHP wave 2006'
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Getting a codebook of the database

summaryToPDF (shp.w2006)
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Preparing data for an analysis

First we set the weights

shp.w2006$wp06tls <- wvar(shp.w2006$wp06tis)
weighting(shp.w2006) <- 'wpO6tls'
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Retrieving variables of interest

health.var <- contains("health", shp.w2006)

## Description

## p06cO1 Health status

## p06c02 Satisfaction with health status

## p06c03 Improvement in health: Last 12 months

## p06cO4a Health problems: Back problems: Last 4 weeks

## p06c05a Health problems: Weakness, weariness: Last 4 weeks

## p06cO6a Health problems: Sleeping problems: Last 4 weeks

## p06cO7a Health problems: Headaches: Last 4 weeks

## p06c08 Health impediment in everyday activities: Extension

## p06cl9a Chronic illness or long-term health problem

## p06cll Number of days affected by health problems: Last 12 months

## x06c05 Assessment of health status

## x06c06 Suffering from health problems

## x06c07 Cause of health problems

## x06c09 Days of suffering from health problems: Days _oat,
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Future work

Future work

» Reach out to survey data management experts for
feedback

» Writing a full starting guide
» Add front-ends for other popular methods, especially:

» Survival analysis
» Structural equation modeling

To request features: dataset-requests@lists.r-forge.r-project.org
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Thank you for your attention

Any question?
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