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Saliva Collection to Assess Epigenetics 

5. Call for Proposals for Data Collection 2015 
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Scope – What SOEP-IS Offers 

• Representative sample of private households. 
• Adequate sample size for high-quality data analysis. 
• Longitudinal data from existing SOEP subsamples. 
• Innovative procedures that go beyond the classic survey 

components (IAT, DRM, experiments). 
• Tool to test new survey methodologies beyond the limits 

of the SOEP pretests. 
• Cross-references and linkages to the topics and content 

of the main SOEP survey. 
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Structure of SOEP-IS 

• Two existing subsamples of the SOEP: 
• Sample E – first surveyed in 1998, originally 1,056 households. 

• Sample I – first surveyed in 2009, originally 1,531 households. 

• existing longitudinal data will expand the potential for 
analysis of innovative questions. 

• Supplementary Sample in 2012: 1,000 hh. 
• Supplementary Sample in 2013: 1,000 hh. 
• Supplementary Sample in 2014: 1,000 hh. 

 

• Total Sample in 2014: > 5,500 respondents in > 3,500 hh. 
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Survey Contents & Instruments 1 
• Integrated questionnaire (household, all adult household 

members, biography, information on children). 
• Set of core questions, 45 % of the main SOEP 
• Additional topics are added, i.e., sets of questions that 

are asked only at specific intervals. 
• The inclusion additional topics is oriented toward the 

rotation scheme of the main SOEP as well as toward the 
innovative modules in the particular survey wave. 

• Overview of innovation modules and additional topics 
from SOEP-Core in the questionnaires is provided on our 
website (http://www.diw.de/soep-is). 
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Selection Procedure  

Evaluation of feasibility by SOEP survey management:  
• If too burdensome, not feasible, or if other data sources are available 
 rejection. 

• If very short and related to wave-specific focus of SOEP-IS 
 acceptance without review or SC decision. 

• If the proposal has been externally reviewed and is of general 
importance for SOEP (e.g., comparison of national cohort panel and 
SOEP)  acceptance without review or SC decision. 

• All other proposals  decision after review by expert in the 
respective field. 

• SC decides on the main experimental issues and innovativeness of the 
proposal. 
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Data Distribution 

• All SOEP data are freely available to all researchers 
(scientific open access). 

• This also applies to: 
• all of the different sets of questions and experiments submitted 

by external applicants. 

• data collected with funding from external sources. 

• Data will be made publicly available no later than one 
year after the SOEP-IS applicant has received the data. 
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Data Collection 2012 

• Data available to user community since end of April 2014. 
• Main questions and additional topics of 2012. 

• User-friendly generated SOEP-variables of 2012. 

• Including innovative modules of 2011 (Gender-IAT, justice 
assessment, loneliness – 12 month embargo ended). 

• Data are provided in long-format, only. 
• New challenges for user-friendly documentation. 

• Questionnaires with links to variables and data sets. 

• Codebooks with additional information for all data sets. 

• Full inclusion in new SOEP info. 

• CAPI-screenshots are provided on request. 
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Questionnaires with links to variables and data sets 2 
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Codebooks with more Information on Variables 2 
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SOEP-Info – updated and improved 2 
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SOEP-Info v2 2 
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SOEP-Info v2 2 
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SOEP-Info v2 2 
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Submissions to SOEP-IS for  survey-years 2013 & 2014 3 
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Submissions to SOEP-IS for  survey-years 2013 & 2014 3 
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Samples and Questions – SOEP-IS 2013 

17 

3 
Module Supplementary 

Sample 2013 
N = 1,000 hh 

Longitudinal 
Samples (I+E) 
N = 1,100 hh 

Supplementary 
Sample 2012 
N = 750 hh 

Factorial Survey  X X 

Individual Job 
Tasks X 

Conspiracy 
Mentality X 

Narcissism X 

Physical Activity X X 

Mobility and 
Identity X 

Sleep X 

DRM X 
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Samples and Questions – SOEP-IS 2014 
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3 
Module SS 2014 

N = 1,000 hh 
I+E 
N = 1,100 hh 

SS 2012 
N = 750 hh 

SS 2013 
N = 900 hh 

Investment  X 

Desc. vs. Exp. X 

Survey Error X 

IB X 

Life Events X X X X 

Redistribution X X X X 

CHAOS X X X 

Overconfidence X 

Justice Sensitivity X 

Lottery Play X X X X 

Question Format X 

Flourishing State X X X 

Ideal Level of LS X X X 

DRM X 
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Subjective Well Being – DRM in SOEP-IS 3 
• Funded by NIH-project of Richard E. Lucas. 
• Reconstruction of previous work day. 

[adaption of DRM by Kahneman et al. 2004 and a replication of 2009 
PSID’s supplement on Disability and Use of Time (DUST)] 

• List of 22 activities, two activities per episode possible. 

• General rating of pleasantness for every episode. 

• Additional ratings of emotions for 3 random episodes. 

• Data collection in the SOEP Innovation Sample. 
• CAPI, Interviewer fills in questionnaire. 

• Pretest of procedure in SOEP-IS supplementary sample 2012. 

• Application of procedure to longitudinal SOEP-IS in 2012. 

• Measurement of long-term stability in 2013, 2014, 2015. 
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Subjective Well Being – ESM in SOEP-IS 3 
• Realized by the 25 to 30 most experienced interviewers. 
• About 500 households in big German cities will be contacted. 
• 225 individuals are expected to finish the data collection. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• TNS Infratest will buy 111 smartphones for this year’s data 
collection and further use in the SOEP-IS or other SOEP-projects. 
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Subjective Well Being – Triangulation in SOEP-IS 3 
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Saliva Collection in 2015 to Assess Epigenetics 4 
• Project of Roland Weierstall & Elisa Helms (Uni Konstanz) 

in cooperation with Thomas Elbert (Uni Konstanz) & 
Isabelle Mansuy (Uni Zürich). 

• Background: Influence of stress on epigenetics. 
• Sample size: about 400 individuals. 
• External funding is already secured. 
• Project is approved by ethics committee of University of 

Konstanz. 
• Interviewers will provide background information and 

drop off sampling kits. 
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Saliva Collection in SOEP Pretest 2008 
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Saliva Collection in 2015 to Assess Epigenetics 4 
• Participants will collect saliva samples themselves. 
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Call for Proposals for Data Collection 2015 

• Call for 2015 was sent out with SOEPnewsletter and is 
distributed to different list-servers and  journals 
(announcement sections) 

• Fieldwork will start in September and end in December 
2015. 

• Researchers should contact SOEP Survey Management 
with a project outline by November 30, 2014, at the latest 

• Deadline for submissions: December 31, 2014 
• Decision and feedback to applicant by end of April 2015 
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Thank you very much for your attention 

DIW Berlin — German Institute 
For Economic Research 
Mohrenstraße 58, 10117 Berlin, Germany 
www.diw.de 
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