
vectoren

Study design 

COCON is the first representative, multi-cohort, multi-informant, and  
longitudinal study of child and adolescent development in the German- 
and French-speaking parts of Switzerland. The study design permits to exa-
mine intra-individual development, inter-individual differences, and social 
change in young people’s life course and competence development. Survey 
waves have been conducted before and after major status transitions in the 
child and adolescent life course.
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Analytical Interest
COCON examines how the longitudinal interplay of social opportunities and young 
people’s development is affected by the coping with early life course transitions:

Major Research Aims
COCON investigates the longitudinal interplay of child and adolescent  
competence development and social opportunities in the contexts of growing up.
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Sampling information & response rates
As of spring 2018, the 8th survey wave is under way with the 18-year-old members of the 
child cohort. The sample size for this wave is 918, i.e. 72 per cent of the sample in wave 1.

initial
sample

2006 2009 2012 2015

n n % of
sample n % of

wave 1 n % of
wave 1 n % of

wave 1

communities 150 131 87%

co
ho

rt

young adults 1177 584 50%

youth 2002 1258 63% 952 76% 816 65%

children 1631 1273 78% 1118 88% 1038 82% 930 73%

Table 1: Panel retention of computer assisted personal interviews by survey wave and cohort.


