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General design (1)
At present, the SHP comprises three samples of private households (drew by the Swiss Federal
Statistical Office):

The SHP_I

The SHP_II

The SHP_III

1999

2004

2013

5,074 households

2,538 households

3,989 households

7,799 individuals interviewed

3,654 individuals interviewed

6,090 individuals interviewed
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General design (2)
And two additional samples:

The LIVES Cohort

The SHP Vaud

2013

2013

1,692 individuals born between 1988
and 1997 interviewed

915 households

The sample over-represents second
generation immigrants, i.e.
respondents whose parents were
both born abroad and who have
arrived in Switzerland after the age
of 18 years

1,253 individuals interviewed
The sample over-represents
financially disadvantaged people
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General design (3)
There are three main types of questionnaires in the SHP

01

02

03

0

Grid questionnaire

Hh questionnaire

Ego questionnaire

Household composition and
basic characteristics

Including a proxy
questionnaire

An individual questionnaire
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Survey content (1)

• The household and individual questionnaires: They cover a broad range of topics
(comprehensive survey)
• They are also designed to collect both ‘objective’ data, such as financial
resources, social position, and participation, and subjective data, such as
satisfaction scores, values, and attitudes
• The whole constitutes an operationalisation of different elements on the microsocial level: living conditions, life events, attitudes/perceptions, and lifestyles
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Survey content (2)
(New) current system of questioning introduced in 2009

Unique questions asked only once
(usually in the first interview)

Rotating core questions asked
regularly (but not each year)

SHP
questionnaire

Core questions asked each wave
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Survey content (3)
Unique questions

Core questions

Rotating core
questions

Sociodemographics
Life events
Health
Education
Actual job
Last job
Activity calendar
Income
Social Network
Social origin
Religion
Social participation
Politics
Leisure
Psychological dimensions
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Survey content (4)
Retrospective biographical data exist:

01

A subsample of the SHP_I
respondents
n=5,560
In 2001-2002, respondents
were approached by mail with
a self-completion
questionnaire (focused on
education, work, and family
history)

02

SHP_III respondents at the
first wave in 2013
n=6,090
The life calendar (also
available for the Cohort and
the SHP Vaud) covers mainly
residential trajectory, living
arrangements, partner
relationships, family events,
professional activities, and
health during the entire life
course
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Data collection (1)
Survey mode and interview length

Conducted annually

01
Computer assisted
interwiew

The survey is
conducted annually
from September to
February by the institute
M.I.S. Trend in
Lausanne and Bern.
Interviews are
conducted in (Swiss)
German, French, and
Italian
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Interview length

Since 2010, CAPI and
CAWI have been
offered as alternative
modes in case of
refusals. CAPI and a
self-administered
questionnaire were
also offered for the first
wave of the SHP_III in
2013
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The interviews require
around 15 minutes at
the household level and
around 35 minutes to
complete the individual
questionnaires
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Data collection (2): Participating individuals
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Data collection (3)
Fieldwork and measures to increase response

1
A letter to the participating
households informing them of
the upcoming interviews

2
Participants receive a
newsletter containing
some results of recent
analyses of the data

3
Unconditional
incentive enclosed
with the letter
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Data preparation, diffusion, and use (1)
The disseminated data (user files) contain a lot of constructed variables:

Variables related to survey
participation

Cross-sectional and longitudinal
weights

Socio-demographic variables
(household typologies, household
composition, other sociodemographic variables)

DATA

Various income variables (at the
household and individual levels)

Variables related to level of
education (including ISCED)

Work status, occupation, and
social position (for example, the
European Socio-economic
Classification, the Swiss SocioProfessional Categories,
Treiman’s Prestige Scale,
professional integration)
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Data preparation, diffusion, and use (2)
Different documents are also available:

A User guide: basic
information on the
SHP survey and on
variables construction

Data management
(and syntaxes)

forsbase

Questionnaires (pdf
and online)

Additional
methodological
materials (on
variables
construction, and
weighting)

A Longitudinal guide:
to help longitudinal
analyses
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Data preparation, diffusion, and use (3)

SHP data are available
free of charge

Users must sign a
contract available on
forsbase and report
research topics, and
publications

To use the SHP data
in a course/seminar,
sign the “teaching
contract” in addition
to the usual user
contract on
FORSbase.

Around 2000 SHP
data users and 700,
articles, books or book
sections, reports or
working papers, and
theses

Sociology and
economics are the
most prevalent
disciplines of our
users, followed by
political science and
(social) psychology
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