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Panel Data
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1. Dissemination of the data
Authorized users (see “Data contract” on our website) will receive a username and
password allowing them to download the data from our website. Data that can be
downloaded are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

the SHP_I 1 data for the years 1999 through 2016 (waves 1 to 18 for households
recruited in 1999, including biographical data for 5,560 SHP_I individuals).
the SHP_II 2 data for the years 2004 through 2016 (waves 1 to 13 for households
recruited in 2004).
the SHP_III 3 data for the years 2013 to 2016 (waves 1 to 4 for households
recruited in 2013).
the SHP interviewer data for the years 2000, and 2003 to 2016.
additional data such as imputed income data, and new variables.
the SHP Vaud 4 data for the years 2013 to 2016 (waves 1 to 4 for households
recruited in 2013).
the LIVES Cohort 5 data for the years 2013 to 2016 (waves 1 to 4 for individuals
recruited in 2013).

As we constantly improve the data quality and correct errors discovered in the data, the
users are asked to use the SHP data from this data delivery even for previous
waves. The SHP data documentation and regular updates are available on our
websites:
http://forscenter.ch/en/our-surveys/swiss-household-panel/

2. SHP Additional Data (on request)
On request, users can obtain the following additional data:
(1) for original income data, please contact ursina.kuhn@fors.unil.ch;
(2) for paradata (call data), please contact oliver.lipps@fors.unil.ch.

Under certain conditions, the opportunity to merge SHP data with communal data exists,
please contact boris.wernli@fors.unil.ch.
For using the SHP data in a teaching context, please contact robin.tillmann@fors.unil.ch.
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SHP_I denotes the households recruited in 1999.
SHP_II denotes the households recruited in 2004.
3
SHP_III denotes the households recruited in 2013.
4
SHP Vaud denotes the households of the additional sample for the canton of Vaud recruited in 2013.
5
LIVES Cohort denotes the individuals of the LIVES additional sample recruited in 2013.
2
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Moreover, users can obtain the Cross-National Equivalent File (CNEF) version of the
data by signing a special contract, see
http://forscenter.ch/en/our-surveys/swiss-household-panel/datasupport-2/cnef-2/.
The CNEF contains harmonized variables for the US - Panel Study of Income Dynamics
(PSID), the German Socio-Economic Panel (GSOEP), the British Household Panel
Study (BHPS), the Household Income and Labour Dynamics in Australia (HILDA), the
Canadian Survey of Labour and Income Dynamics (SLID), the Korea Labor and Income
Panel Study (KLIPS), the Swiss Household Panel (SHP), and the Russia Longitudinal
Monitoring Survey (RLMS-HSE). The data are designed to allow cross-national
researchers access to harmonized versions of these panels.

3. SHP Data Organisation
The SHP Data (standard) Files are organised as follows:
FILE Appellation (Name)

Type

Contents

Master File – Household
(SHP_MH) (in WA_ALL)

Unique

Master File – Individual
(SHP_MP) (in WA_ALL)

Unique

Social Origin
(SHP_SO) (in WA_ALL)

Unique

This file contains information on the social origin for all
individuals who were personally interviewed in any of
the waves since 1999.

Activity Calendar
(SHP_CA) (in WA_ALL)

Unique

This file contains information on the monthly work
activity calendar for all persons interviewed by means of
the individual questionnaire.

Last Job
(SHP_LJ) (in WA_ALL)

Unique

Household Files
(SHP$$_H_USER)

Yearly
1999-2016

These yearly files contain all households for which
completed grids are available ("participating
households") since 1999 with the data collected by
means of the household questionnaires.

Individual Files
(SHP$$_P_USER)

Yearly
1999-2016

These yearly files contain all registered household
members from "participating households" since 1999
with the data gathered by means of the individual and
proxy questionnaires.

Interviewer Files
(SHP$$_V_USER)

Yearly
2000, 20032016

These files contain interviewer characteristics and
attitudes (matching of these files with household and
individual data by means of the variable 'idint’).

This file contains all households ever recorded since
1999 with information on yearly participation at the grid
and household questionnaire levels and reasons for
non-participation.
This file contains all individuals ever recorded since
1999 with information on the sex of each person, month
and year of birth, and information on the yearly
participation.

This file contains information on the last job for all
individuals who were: a) inactive at the time of their first
interview, and b) interviewed in person or by proxy in
any of the waves since 1999.
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Note: $$ stands for the year of interview, e.g. $$ = 01 for 2001

4. Selection of SHP Samples, Cases and Files, and Assembling
The three main samples may be easily distinguished by the variable FILTER$$ (SHP_I
= 1; SHP_II = 0; SHP_III = 4).
Valid cases may be easily selected by (1) the variable STATHH$$ at the household
level (where 1 = Household questionnaire completed) and (2) the variable STATUS$$ at
the individual level (where 0 = individual questionnaire completed).
Cross-sectional and longitudinal files are most easily created by the data user in the
following order:
1)
2)
3)

Selection of households or individuals within the corresponding master files and
creation of a "selection file".
Merging of the "selection file" with corresponding household or individual files.
Selection of a sub-sample based on the variables in the merged data set.

Examples of file creation are provided in SPSS, SAS and STATA syntax (SHP-DataSyntaxes).
The biographical and interviewer data can be merged with individual files by using
respectively the variables 'idpers' and 'idint'.

5. SHP Weights
Cross-sectional and longitudinal weights correct for unit non-response, at least in part, at
the household and individual levels. It is up to the users of these data to apply the
appropriate weights depending on what sort of analyses they want to obtain.
It is essential to use weighting, otherwise if the appropriate weighting is not applied the
estimations carried out cannot be considered to be representative of the population
under observation. Cross-sectional weights always refer to the current year, both for
households and for individuals, whereas longitudinal weights (individuals) always
extrapolate to the population resident in Switzerland in 1999 for SHP_I, in 2004 for
SHP_II, and in 2013 for SHP_III. For more details, please see
http://forscenter.ch/en/our-surveys/swiss-household-panel/documentationfaq2/methods/weighting/.

Should you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us: swisspanel@fors.unil.ch.
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